Public engagement should start early
Public scepticism about science, compounded by poor communication, is standing in the way of implementing sustainable technologies that could solve pressing global issues, such as the provision of sufficient clean energy, water and food (see go.nature. com/6rs2ih and go.nature. com/yvzaht). I suggest that this obstruction could be alleviated by providing more effective training for young scientists in the advantages of public engagement.
Early-career scientists may feel neither encouraged nor equipped to communicate beyond the scientific community. Current trends in performance-evaluation criteria do not seem to motivate scientists to engage more effectively with society (see go.nature.com/t43rhg).
Postgraduate 
Tapping into success and collaboration
Jonathan Adams' analysis cannot distinguish whether scientists collaborate internationally because they are successful, or whether they are successful because they collaborate internationally (Nature 497, 557-560; 2013).
Social change vital to sustainability goals
David Griggs and colleagues argue convincingly that sustainable development goals (SDGs) should enhance the role of natural capital and ecosystem services within a framework of economic development and poverty reduction (Nature 495, 305-307; 2013) . We believe that it is also crucial to factor social change into the SDG process.
It will be essential to motivate, guide and support social change towards sustainable practices at all scales of governance -globally, nationally and individually. Simply setting ambitious goals will not generate these changes: their formulation must include details of the processes needed to achieve them. For example, SDG targets should take into account ideologies, religious beliefs and institutions, including formal and informal rules and customs.
Setting targets in terms of specific and simple changes would help to overcome institutional inertia, induce desirable shifts in governance and lead to changes in people's behaviour. One such example might be to build formal accounting of carbon dioxide emissions and reporting practices into global trade and retail chains as part of international climate agreements.
Another suggestion would be to use the SDGs to create global If it is the former, then any government initiative to promote collaboration for its own sake risks simply degrading the correlation between collaboration and success, rather than improving the quality of scientific output. Impact factors and publication rates are arguably imperfect estimators of past success, and insecure guides to future success. 
